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When Etta Spencer blacks out after the
most important violin concert of her life she
doesn’t expect to wake up on a ship, let alone in
1776. After being told by the head of a time-
traveling family that he’s holding Etta’s mother
captive, she’s sent on a wild goose chase to
retrieve the astrolabe, an object that can create a
passage to any place and time in the world. With
no knowledge of time-traveling, Etta is left to
navigate her task with the help of a curious young,
Nicholas, man whom she just met. But with so
many rules Etta’s not aware of and other groups
chasing after the same thing, will they make it out
alive?

Passenger, the first in a duology,
effortlessly brings readers around the world.
Alexandra Bracken entwines the past with the
present while tackling tough topics relevant in
both centuries.

The novel starts off with a prologue set in
Bhutan, 1910. Bracken spares no time emerging
the reader right into history and time traveling.

“There was a boom and rattle from miles away, he knew the passage they’d come
through had just collapsed. Blood roared in Nicholas’ ears, chased by his own
soundless scream; he did not need to look, to search through the haze and rain, to
know that time itself had stolen Julian’s broken body, and dissolved it into nothing

but a memory

This is an overlying worry throughout Passenger. As Etta and Nicholas start their
time-traveling journey you see that the danger in the prologue scene is a possible outcome
to time hopping. There are so many rules (some of which are very complicated) that it’s
easy to forget and end up in a dangerous situation. As the novel progresses, Bracken instills
more worry in her readers as to whether or not Etta and Nick will complete their task
relatively unscathed. I couldn’t put the book down; this constant fear kept me on edge and
racing to get to the end of the book. I had to ensure that these two would come out of this

alive.


http://www.riversendbookstore.com/book/9781484715772

“Oh my God,” Etta gasped, turning to look back at him. Her arm was
outstretched, pointing at something orange and white a short distance away, half-
hidden by foliage.

Nicholas’s eyes were fixed only on what was at her feet, and watched as
its head rose up out of the mud behind her, scales glinting and slick as its hood
flattened out. She must have stepped right on it and been none the wiser.”

Passenger doesn’t shy away from deeper topics such as gender and racial inequality.
As a 215t century girl, Etta is a staunch believer in equal rights for women and minorities
and is taken aback by the mistreatment of these groups. Nicholas himself is a product of the
times he lives in, the outcome of a white man’s
rape of his slave. When Nicholas sees Etta he
instantly files a relationship with her under
something he can never have. After all, pursuing
such a relationship could very well cost Nick his
life. With Etta being a woman and Nicholas being a
person of color it makes navigating the streets of
1940 London or 1880 Paris increasingly harder
for the pair.

One of the things that [ admired the most
about this book is Bracken’s sense of her characters. Nicholas and Etta both have ambitions
outside of tracking down the astrolabe. This transforms the personalities of these
characters from 2D to 3D, making them more real and relatable to readers. Yet neither Etta
nor Nicholas spend time pitying themselves and dwelling on what they’ve lost out on.
Rather, they buckle down to handle the cards they’ve been dealt.

Etta especially handles the situation
smoothly considering she’s been ripped out of
her relatively normal life in a blink of an eye. She
may spend some time internally lamenting
about how she misses her mom, (which, for the
record, | would be doing a lot more of if I'd been
transported onto a ship in 1776), but for the
most part she’s not winging on about how unfair
her situation is. Instead, she spends her time
getting to work and solving the problem.

This may be a YA novel but the concepts
and characters are for everyone. It’s not a coming-of-age story and there’s no love triangle.
The only thing that makes this book classified as Young Adult is that fact that the
protagonists are 17 and 19 years old. [ commend Alexandra Bracken for beautifully
intertwining her history and English backgrounds in Passenger. Its melodically beautiful
narration tells more then just a story about romance and time-travel, but of history and
family ties.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/enriquemendez/4976771511/in/photolist-8zMfMn-eUSuRW-8KDCP6-p5Dstd-pVaQhN-aYr6F2-pUZk2C-qjRisH-nmHcB6-9QtX4h-9K75GH-678Y6N-dSbwu8-e876G9-oLpFmq-ri3UdT-2ZeJh1-j536TW-iuomaY-8hrmhH-4x7qgY-PimtR-9K9Scu-9K9SUh-eWboyH-7ddr5p-aHkHDr-qwtmWE-cB9u4-Arhheu-5tJQjT-qbczxD-7pbVDp-eXcnqk-4Nrhts-8SaN9j-cYiYnf-qhDj1w-rmPoyP-4BTpfs-gqjrMV-5jAVcv-nD5YLT-CsJuAG-DMYKtf-71ivtZ-crMvTU-6qm3M8-eathGg-nddpAm
https://www.flickr.com/photos/medelm8/2904133361/in/photolist-5qCrER-4ttAzB-mNwaTg-9HsvXg-7Q688Z-czn7rY-igSiry-3K1P1m-4Q3oHa-4Q7Cbb-9tYfoh-59yev6-bbUJ8T-bpNZa-qhQHFC-5BPgZb-5462ww-mNw78a-qhQBbd-aiRonf-dLkffK-qH17R3-pomXwZ-9e5mQ4-CtBdND-8UhAAT-gongau-czn8S7-3b5ius-cznaFm-6TfLTp-7iPHVw-jhFiN-8cUjcS-qhQJKb-nhYzvL-Cp6oq-xRCDB-93RiPz-6Ey5ED-4dkgQx-5Akcs6-77AkNi-eaMa5o-92ke7V-5XSgqY-cACqsj-8tq4og-4wa7u3-CZtK

Passenger’s follow up, Wayfarer, is due out January 3rd of 2017.
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